
President’s Message on Health Care Initiatives 
 
As many of you are aware, one of the Institute's priorities is to expand the role of the 
actuary in the design, costing, and financing of our publicly-funded health care systems 
in Canada.  One way we identified of doing this would be the creation of an Office of the 
Medicare Actuary, with functions analogous to those of the Chief Actuary for the CPP 
and OAS and the Actuary for EI, and similar to those of the Office of the Actuary within 
the US Medicare/Medicaid system.   
  
Among the several initiatives over the last several months with this objective are the 
following: 
 

• The Health Care Committee, chaired by Claude Ferguson, authored a paper on 
exactly this topic and related papers on key health care issues, particularly during 
the period immediately following the publishing of the Romanow report.  

 
• There have been meetings with politicians and senior civil servants in six 

provinces and at the federal level, involving both the Health and Finance sides.  
 

• We brought the Chief Actuary of the US Medicare/Medicaid system to Ottawa for 
meetings with government officials, to provide a first-hand account of the 
importance of actuarial involvement to the system.  

 
• We've met with Roy Romanow himself, and had a good reception.  He'll be the 

keynote speaker at the Vancouver SOA meeting. 
 
However, a lot of the effort has been expended, to date, by a very few individuals.  We 
need to involve more of our members across Canada in the process, since more contact at 
the provincial level will be required.  As well, we'd like to create a kind of steering group 
to help guide our efforts, continuing to assess our objectives and re-determining strategy 
accordingly. 
  
Many of you may have had some involvement in, and familiarity with, the health care 
system, perhaps as a hospital board member, as an actuary pricing health benefits, as an 
actuary within a Workers Compensation system dealing with health costs, as a consultant 
to the health care industry, or in some other fashion.  If you have, or even if you haven't 
but are interested in advancing this effort, please reply to me at president@actuaries.ca 
and we'll be in touch. 
  
Dave Pelletier 
President 
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